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SAMPLE CHARACTER REFERENCE LETTER – PARENT

The Honorable Rebecca Lawson

United States District Judge

[Address of the Court]

Dear Judge Lawson,

My name is Patricia Hayes, and I am the mother of Daniel Hayes. I write 
with both humility and hope to share my perspective on my son’s character. 
I have known Daniel, of course, for all of his 34 years, and I believe it 
is important for you to understand him as more than the case that has 
brought him before you.

Daniel has spoken openly with me about the circumstances of his 
conviction. While I will not comment on the legal matters themselves, I 
want to offer my perspective on who he has been throughout his life and 
why I remain confident in his capacity to contribute positively to society.

From childhood, Daniel showed a strong sense of responsibility. As the 
oldest of three children, he often carried more than his share of duties 
around our home. When his father was injured in a workplace accident, 
Daniel was just sixteen years old. Without ever being asked, he took a part-
time job at the grocery store near our home. His paycheck didn’t go toward 
teenage wants—it went straight into helping me cover household expenses. 
I still remember him slipping his envelope of cash onto the kitchen counter 
and saying, “We’ll get through this, Mom.” That simple act demonstrated a 
maturity and selflessness far beyond his years.

As an adult, Daniel continued to live out those qualities in quiet but 
meaningful ways. Our neighbor, Mrs. Ramirez, is an elderly widow who 
struggles with mobility. For years, Daniel would shovel her sidewalk in the 
winter, mow her grass in the summer, and drive her to doctor’s appointments 
when her children couldn’t. He never sought recognition for this—it was 
just his way of showing respect and compassion. When Mrs. Ramirez’s 
daughter wrote me a note after Daniel’s arrest, she told me how much her 
mother missed his visits and how she hoped the Court would know the 
kindness he has consistently shown.
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Daniel’s professional life also reflected his determination and work ethic. 
After completing community college, he entered the construction trade. 
His supervisor once told me that Daniel was the kind of worker who not 
only arrived early and stayed late, but also looked out for the younger 
apprentices on the job site. He made sure they understood the tools and 
the safety procedures, because he didn’t want to see anyone get hurt. That 
is the Daniel I know: a man who shoulders responsibility, leads by example, 
and quietly makes life better for those around him.

None of this erases his current circumstances, and Daniel understands 
that. What I can say is that he has spoken with me candidly about his mistakes 
and the lessons he has drawn from them. He knows this conviction will 
shape his future, but he is committed to using the experience as a turning 
point. Even now, while waiting for sentencing, he has begun journaling 
daily about his goals and his desire to live a life defined by service rather 
than setbacks.

As his mother, I cannot deny the sadness I feel. Yet my sadness is matched 
by a determination to stand by him. I will continue to support Daniel through 
this process, no matter the outcome. He has a strong family behind him—
siblings, extended relatives, and me—who will hold him accountable and 
help him stay focused on becoming the man he has always aspired to be.

Thank you for allowing me to share my perspective. I hope these glimpses 
into Daniel’s character give you a fuller picture of the son I have known and 
loved for more than three decades.

Respectfully,

Patricia Hayes

[Contact Information]


